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Please note MEA responded to an online survey.  
This document is for members to view our responses. 
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*Building, Construction and Trades 

*Electrotechnology  
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We advocate for TAFE to partner with Government in streamlining and integrating 

Vocational Education Training in Secondary School (VETSS) curriculum with an equal 

weighting to Australian Tertiary Admission Rank (ATAR), ensuring the curriculum aligns with 

TAFE syllabuses allowing students a seamless transition.  This will likely assist with increased 

attraction and retention rates of STEM apprentices.  



   
 

  

 
Master Electricians Australia Help TAFE NSW Make a Difference in Your Community Page 4 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Consumer Energy Resources (CER) is rapidly rising as State and Federal Governments implement 

policies in pursuit of Net Zero Carbon Emission targets.  As a results, the electrical industry is 

rapidly evolving into the electrotechnology field whilst the industry faces a skills shortage crisis.  

We encourage TAFE NSW to continue introducing courses which provide skills and knowledge 

advancement in CER and identify gaps to assist the skills shortage.  

Consumer Energy Resources (CER) is rapidly rising as State and Federal Governments implement 

policies in pursuit of Net Zero Carbon Emission targets.  As a results, the electrical industry is 

rapidly evolving into the electrotechnology field whilst the industry faces a skills shortage crisis.  

We encourage TAFE NSW to continue introducing courses which provide skills and knowledge 

advancement in CER and identify gaps to assist the skills shortage.  

Master Electricians Australia (MEA) have submitted responses to multiple State and Federal 

Government consultations regarding lack of diversity within Science, Technology, Engineering and 

Math (STEM) careers.  In particular the following have been a regular topic of consultation: 

• First Nations people 

• Women  

• Rural and Remote Regions.  

We promote VETSS curriculum to be aligned with TAFE syllabuses to provide a seamless transition 

from secondary school into tertiary education, enhancing the attention and retention of 

apprentices.  It is MEA’s firm belief that VETTS will provide significant relief to the skills shortage 

crisis.  
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 TAFE NSW is the preeminent GTO for STEM trades. It sets apprentices up for 

success where “TAFE has one of the highest portions of STEM qualified graduates, 

68% in STEM careers attended TAFE and only 32% attended university”*. It provides 

a pathway of supportive mentorship, curating a structured and targeted educational 

facility which fosters successful STEM development.  

*https://www.tafecourses.com.au/resources/tafe-is-better-than-university-and-heres-

why/#:~:text=TAFE%20has%20one%20of%20the,and%20only%2032%25%20attended%20University. 

Master Electricians Australia (MEA) promote Vocational Education Training to be streamlined in 

secondary school curriculum with an equal weighing to ATAR.  We advocate for TAFE to partner 

with Government in determining school curriculum to align it with TAFE syllabuses to provide a 

seamless and incentivising transition from secondary school into tertiary education.   

 


